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New 


Keeping Oregon’s branch railroad 
lines operating and profitable is the 
purpose of a _ study currently 


* underway by ODOT’s Transportation 


“Policy and Program Development 
Section. TE 
Strategic Planning Coordinator 


Paul Norris, who is heading the year 
and a half long study, said the 
study should determine ways to keep 
the branch lines operating profitably 
so. they may continue to serve 
agriculture and industry in all areas 


of the state. 


The rail study, which received 
federal funding in June, comes under 
the Railroad Revitalization and 
Regulatory Reform (4R) Act passed 
by Congress in 1976. The 4R Act 
gives financial backing for states to 
study the plight of railroads and 
develop rail plans to prevent further 
-abandonment of branch lines. 

Norris explained that with many 
of the railroads in the East already 
bankrupt, the states will concentrate 
on solving branch line problems, 


while the federal government works 


on solving interstate railroad 
problems. 
“Oregon is an exporting state and 


so its economy is 


upon a_ good rail system with 
adequate service of branch lines,” 
Norris said. ‘“‘We are in an isolated 
region and it could have strong 


if many of the branch lines fail.” 


_ Oregon is served by three 
railroads: Burlington Northern, Union 
Pacific and Southern Pacific, while 


Portland also receives service from a 
fourth line; Milwaukee Road. 
Railroad officials along 
PPEES aor. Both 

communities 


with 


are 


very dependent 


in the state. 


the agriculture — 


Rail | amin a 7 


“The three big lines in the West 
are in pretty good shape compared 
to some of the lines in the East and 


Midwest,” Norris said. “Some of the 
lines feel, however, they  aren’t 
getting the return on _ their 


investment that they should be.” 

As an example, Norris said with 
the loss of the Kinzua mill which is 
MOVIN es tom ikkeppmen wy. . thie 
Condon-Kinzua branch line is being 
abandon and ranchers and farmers 
along the line will now be forced to 


interstate bridge named fo 


ir for hi 
resort to shipping via trucks. 
Springfield-Brownsville line is 
another line being 
abandonment, 
problem — is 
conditions of 
Bridge. 

“In rail transportation 
we can study it line by 
determine if it is profitable,’ Norris 
said. “The railroads will hang onto a 
line if they feel it has future profit 


[p22 


potential. 


The 
also 
considered for 
although part of this 


unsafe 
River 


due to the 
the McKenzie 


planning, 
line and 


Poll reveals public's 


The Oregon Department of 
Transportation recently contracted 
for a statewide survey of public 
attitudes toward transportation 
related issues. The survey consisted 
of more than 800 personal interviews 
with a randomly selected sample of 
Oregonians over the age of 18. 

Some of the findings from the 
opinion poll include: 

—Oregonians strongly favor a shift 
in emphasis from construction of 
new roads to preservation of the 
existing system. 

_—The present intercity passenger 
rail system is poor and there is solid 
support for its improvement. 

—A_ sizable percentage of people 
don’t know how ODOT receives or 


Spends tax dollars. 


—Oregonians hold their state park 


system in high esteem. 


_ rating 13. different state 
lems, respondents ranked “roads 
epair”’ below 


‘11th, well 


Opinion about ODOT 


such issues as ‘“‘inflation’, “high 
taxes... ‘school financing’ ) and 
“crime”. 

—Spending state money on bike 


paths has wide public support. 

—While characterizing Motor 
Vehicles Division employes as 
Mcounteous wand vetiictent’, 
respondents want MVD - setvices 
improved and they support additional 
funding for such improvements. 

—People in Portland continue to 
have strong ‘pro’? and ‘‘con” 
Opinions about cancellation of the 
Mt. Hood Freeway. 

—Two-thirds of Oregonians oppose 
raising the 55-mile per hour speed 
limit. 

Department and Division officials 
are analyzing the opinion poll results 
in order to more closely align 
services to public needs where 
possible. Inquires about the survey 
results should be directed to the 
Office of Public Affairs in Salem. 
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Straub makes 
announcement 


at dedication 


The new 1-205 Columbia River 
Bridge will be known as the Glenn 
L. Jackson Bridge, Gov. Bob Straub 
announced last week at the formal 
dedication ceremonies that kicked off 
construction on the Columbia River. 

In naming the bridge for the 
Oregon Transportation Commission 
chairman, Gov. Straub said, “‘This is 
one way for us to thank you for all 
those years of untiring, dedicated 
service in our behalf.” 

Jackson received congratulations 
from the crowd which included 
Portland City Council members, 
Multnomah County commissioners, 
Oregon state representatives, ODOT 
Director Bob Burco and _ other 
department officials. 

Willamette-Western Corp. President 


_ Art Riedel told the audience that his — 
- corporation was proud of the fact 


one of three firms 
selected to work on the largest © 
single highway construction project 
in Oregon history. 

Washington Dept. of Highways 
District 4 Engineer Dick Carroll said 
that his department and state were 


that it was 


happy to be working on_ this 
three-way project between Oregon, 
Washington and _ the _ federal 
government. He said it was a 


construction challenge worthy of the 
efforts of everyone involved. 
Following the short dedication 
speech, the Governor operated the 
dredge shovel that lifted the first 
scoop of sand from the river to 
mark the beginning of construction. 
The bridge and freeway are part 
of a 36-mile corridor that cuts off 


from I-5 near Tualatin, bypasses the 
Portland-Vancouver metropolitan area 
and then rejoins 1-5 north of 
Vancouver. It is expected to be 
completed in late 1981. 

The new’ freeway system is 


expected to relieve traffic congestion 
in the metropolitan area, provide 
easy access to the east counties and 


relieve some of the traffic load on 
the I-5 bridge. 
After years of confusion on 


whether or not there would be a 
bridge, and then trying to determine 
its location, Jackson told the crowd, 
“We were afraid we’d never see this 
happen, those of us who _ have 
worked in transportation in Oregon.” 

The -freeway and_ bridge 
construction project will also 
probably mark the final work for 
several generations of any new 
interstate freeway projects in Oregon. 

The state will now redirect its 
attention to the primary and 
secondary highway systems 
throughout the state that have fallen 
into a state of disrepair during the 
years that so much attention has 
been paid to completing the 
interstate system. 

See text of Governor Straub’s 
speech on page 3. 
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Director’s corner 


BOB BURCO 


A number of exciting new 
opportunities have come to ODOT 
with the completion of this past 
legislative session. They include: 

—The beginning of a mandatory 
Federal rail freight plan for the state 


of Oregon that will be under the 
state’s direction. For the first time, 
the plan places the state in the 
business of looking into tradeoffs 
between rail and _ highway 
investments. This investigation will be 
conducted jointly with an Oregon 


Ports Study by the Department of 
Economic Development. These 
freight-related activities will begin to 
give us information _and some of the 
responsibility for putting a number 
of freight issues into perspective. 

—The authority to contract with 
private carriers for intercity passenger 
services and to provide some of the 
financial support needed by smaller 
communities for transit operations. 
This authority, another first for 
ODOT, will enable us to plan 
comprehensively for public transit jn 
Oregon. 


—The interest to complete local plans called for by the Land Conservation 


and 


Development Commission, the preparation of an economic development 


plan for the state by the Department of Economic Development and our own 


general interest 
economic, environmental and 
things should combine to suggest 
transportation affects all of Oregon. 

—These new relationships with 


in the transportation elements of 
transportation 


the private 


local plans to meet the 
needs of communities. All these 
renewed. effort in examining how 


sector—including . railroads, 


trucking companies, airlines and waterway users—plus the interaction of other 
agencies of state government, all focus new requirements and new energies on 
our planning efforts under our Policy and Program Development functions. 
Our efforts aimed at developing a state transportation plan were curtailed 
last. year in order that we concentrate on critical areas facing us, particularly 
those areas having to do with reduced financial resources and the need to 
refocus our planning on the rehabilitation. needs of the basic highway system. 


We have succeeded jn 


analyzing those problems and communicating those 


concerns to the legislature and, hopefully, to the public. Now is a good time 
to renew our interests in developing a state transportation plan and to take 
these new opportunities and responsibilities as an incentive for doing so. 

| hope that you will be hearing in future months of our solid efforts to 
develop such a plan and to communicate it widely within the department, 


state government, the private sector and the public at large. | think it will be’ 


a challenging task in clarifying the future directions of the department. 


Five Oregon newspapers, the 
MEDFORD MAIL-TRIBUNE, 
EUGENE REGISTER-GUARD, 
ASTORIA DAILY ASTORIAN, 
SALEM STATESMAN and 
ROSEBURG NEWS-REVIEW, all 
championed the cause of naming 
the new 1-205 bridge for Oregon 
Transportation Commission 
Chairman Glenn Jackson. 

The MAIL-TRIBUNE, 
Jackson’s hometown paper, was 
the first to give notice. that it 
would be a fitting gesture for a 
man who has worked countless 
hourse hon. sthes sbenetity son 
Oregon’s highway system. 

The REGISTER-GUARD 
noted that it is unusual to name 
features for people still living, 
but added that it is not a law 
and this convention has been 
disregarded numerous times. The 
DAILY ASTORIAN concluded 
its editorial: ‘It would be 
especially fitting because so 
much of Oregon’s highway 
development of recent years is 
representative of his thinking and 
leadership.” 

Also discussing the 
bridge, but in a different vein, 
Waa Suu he GO. RiVeAGEELIES 
GAZETTE-TIMES. The G-T. said 
that many people think ODOT 
is continuing to favor the 
Portland urban area with the 
construction of the freeway and 
bridge at the expense of 
maintaining and repairing the 

_ primary and = secondary roads 
throughout the remainder of the 
state. 


1-205 


What they're saying 


The G-T pointed out that 
many people still fail to realize 
that the freeway and bridge are 
a part of the interstate freeway 
system and are 90 per cent 
financed by the federal government. 

It concluded that in light of 
last year’s gas tax defeat by 
voters, ODOT administrators 
must make the public realize 
that a majority of the state is 
not being slighted on _ its 
highway projects at the expense: 
of the current project, especially 
before next May’s election. 

The MAIL-TRIBUNE also 
applauded the change of ODOT’s 
Mass Transit Division name 
change to Public Transit. It said 
that unlike so many other 
agency mame changes that are 
purely cosmetic but do _ little 
else, this change accurately 
PEGS tine — Clinvision s 
responsibilities, especially with 
the small transit districts. 

Finally only THE WORLD 
(COOS BAY) has supported the 
$2 increase in park fees for 
nonresident users. THE WORLD 
said that with the Parks Division 
budget being scrutinzed by the 
legislature and having it on one 
of the lower priority rungs, the 
park system is sure to suffer. 

THE WORLD concluded: 
“Until there is concrete evidence 
that higher fees are, in fact, 
reducing tourist traffic through 
Oregon parks, we’d have to go 
along with the increase as one 
main means of pumping needed 
revenues in the system.” 


OH DOTTIE 


Just because 
they named it 
for you, Glenn, 
doesn’t mean vou /gy 
have to do all 


the work! 


By Roy Priem 


Fditor’s 


Promotions don’t exist 
To the Editor: 


I’m writing in response to Glenn 
L. Jackson’s article in the August 
1977. VIA. Mr Jackson encourages 
ODOT employes to lift their morale. 
| find this hard to do when ODOT 
orcs het oor We lees “ier 
advancement. | feel that in the 
aftermath of the layoffs last year, 
ODOT employes have been very 
patient in waiting for advancements 
to open up in their particular fields. 
The ‘“‘can do” spirit is a little hard 
to accept when ODOT offers no 
career advancements. This was one 
of the Highway  Division’s — basic 
concepts, that anyone through hard 
work and loyalty could advance as 
far up the ladder as they chose. 

Loyalty and enthusiasm toward 
one’s job is a two-way _ street 
between the employer and_ the 
employe. | would like to see ODOT 
restore the confidence in employes 
that a good job done will produce 
an advancement in one’s career. 


Delbert Bradford 
Engineering Aide 
Portland 


Honesty lauded 
To the Editor: 


| would like to commend Mr. 
Santiago Amaya, an employe of the 
Oregon State Highway Department, 
for his honesty. 

On Thursday, July 28, | arrived 
in Portland from Honolulu for a 
short visit with my parents. As | 
was going towards  Blodgett...I 
stopped at the southbound rest area 
at Wilsonville. While getting an item 
out of the trunk, | left my purse 
on the roof of the car. As | drove 


away, it fell off and the contents 
were scattered. | did not miss the 
purse until nearly noon, at which 


time |! notified the Oregon State 


oy) dad 


ei 


are 


Police of my loss. ! 
Mr. Amaya came along shortly — 
after my purse had fallen off and 


picked up the contents, put them 
back in the purse and turned it over 


to his supervisor, Mr. Lloyd Hora. 
Through a_ telephone receipt, my 
parents were contacted and we 


picked up the purse at Mr. Hora’s 
residence. . 

Again, | would like to commend 
Mr. Amaya very highly for his 
honesty. The State of Oregon should 
be proud to have such a fine citizen 
and employe in Mr. Amaya. 


Nancy L. Lagestee 
Honolulu, HI 


Employes selfish 
To the Editor: 


After reading the letter to the 
editor submitted by Carl Williams, - 
my morale has decreased 10 more 
points. | did not realize until now 
how greedy a state employe can be. 
| believe that his way of thinking is 
highly discriminative and should not 
be tolerated. 


Gerald E. Phillips 
Highway Maintenance Supervisor 
Albany, Oregon 


Editor’s note: Mr. Phillips is 
referring to Mr. Carl Williams’ letter 
in the August issue of VIA. In that 
letter, Mr. Williams said that the 
Oregon Litter Patrol program was 
not created for the sons and 
daughters of ODOT employes. Mr. 
Phillips disagrees with his thinking. 
In a phone conversation, he said 
that ODOT employes buy customized 
license plates just like other Oregon 
residents and this money supports 


the litter patrol program. He added 


that preventing these young people 
from getting a job with the litter 
patrol, simply because. their parents 
ODOT 
discriminatory, 

. f rt) | 


em pl oyes, asa 


t 
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Part of ODOT reorganization 


Hunter assumes control of new 


With construction underway on 
the 1-205 freeway and bridge, the 
final step is being taken to complete 
the interstate freeway system in 
Oregon, and at the same time end 
an era of Oregon’s transportation 
history. 

And nothing better exemplifies 
this change and new direction for 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation than the changes in 


its administration and the creation of 


the Technical Services Branch. 

Ed Hunter, the former 
state highway engineer, 
control of the Technical Services 
Branch afuly. I when © the 
reorganization of the top ODOT 
administrators began. 

With the new title and job, 
Hunter will have five sections under 
his direction, and he will report 
directly to Chief of Operations Fred 
Klaboe. Hunter’s jurisdiction will 
include: Right of Way, Environment, 
Structures, Engineering, and Materials 
and Research. 

“The reason for the change is to 
develop a more _ functional 
organization than it was before,” he 
FC ee Nem Dene tit me On this 
reorganization is less cost and getting 
things on schedule in a more timely 
manner. We’re looking to the future. 
We’re getting into new arenas that 


deputy 
assumed 


we haven’t been too involved in 
before. 

“The staff function is to support 
ODOT, and that means all the 


divisions from State Parks to Public 


Straub ca 


Editor’s note: The following is 
the speech given by Gov, Straub at 
the 1-205 Columbia River Bridge 
dedication ceremonies last week. The 
Governor’s message is a_ strong 
indication of the direction ODOT 
will be taking with the final phase 
of interstate highway construction 
now underway. 

In a very real sense, the 1-205 
bridge. whose ground we break 
today, links our past with our 
future. It represents the end of one 
Crienand | Ene webesinning =. oi 
another...the end of major interstate 
highway construction in Oregon and 


the beginning—in our state-of a 
transportation policy designed to 
improve the mobility of all our 
citizens by revitalizing our primary 
and secondary highways. 

enicee) l-205. brid semeaise the 


largest—and probably the last major 
piece of interstate highway 
construction we will see in our 
lifetimes. It completes a generation 
of interstate freeway systems which 
have provided a vital commercial link 
among states and have allowed us to 
travel ground distances with ease 
undreamed of before. 

The 1-205 bridge will complete a 
36-mile transportation corridor 
beginning at Tualatin on Interstate 
Highway 5 and ending at I-5 again 
just north of Vancouver. It will 
provide an eastside bypass of the 
congested Portland-Vancouver 
metropolitan area, give easy access to 
the east counties’ area and Portland 
International Airport and offer 
much-needed relief to congestion on 
the 1-5 bridge. 

It is a response to patterns of 
development and, in turn, will shape 
new patterns. It will meet needs and 
it will create new ones. It will mean 
jobs. This $300 million project—the 
largest single federal-state project of 
its kind in Oregon—will create 3,000 


new jobs a ‘year in the metropolitan 


> 


¥ 


4 
7 


A 


area. 


‘Transit to Aeronautics to Highways.” 

Naturally 1-205 is Technical 
Services’ immediate concern. “It is a 
terrific work load right at the 
moment,” Hunter said. New designs 
for the freeway and bridges must_ be 
made by designers and engineers as 
alterations and shifts in the freeway 
have necessitated these changes. But 
I-205 is the final chapter in heavy 
highway construction in Oregon. 
Now the Technical Services staff will 
direct its attention to the more 
immediate concerns of public transit 
and aeronautics. 

“Public transit is coming on,” 
Hunter said referring to the strong 
emphasis this form of transportation 
is receiving not only on the state, 
but the national level as well. 

“Aeronautics is also getting 
attention from Congress,” he added. 
This year Oregon has gotten a 
number of federal grants to improve 
some of the smaller airports and 
more grants are expected in future 
years. 

And any of 
improvements, from writing 
environmental impact statements to 
right-of-way acquisitions to letting of 


these airport 


bids for any construction, will be 
handled by the Technical Services 
Branch. 


“The future is optimistic and our 
people are looking forward eagerly 
to these projects,’ he said. 

In the field of public transit, 
Hunter pointed to two projects that 
will involve his branch. The first is 


lls for new 


GLENN JACKSON 
New bridge named for him. 


As we dedicate this bridge today, 
let our ceremony also symbolize our 
dedication to the challenge of 
renewing our network of primary 
and secondary highways which link 
our agriculture and forests and 
tourist centers to our major centers 
of population and commerce. 

Our primary and secondary 
highways are in a state of serious 
disrepair. This is a result of a 
federal myopia over the past 20 
years which limited the national 
vision to the interstate highway 
system while at the same time 
failing to see that the vital state and 
county highways, which carry their 
own loads and also feed the freeway 


systems, are deteriorating at least 50 


per cent faster than we are able to 
patch them up. 
We must find ways to rehabilitate 


ED HUNTER 
Heads Technical Services 


the recently completed West Portland 
Transit Station for Tri-Met (see story 
on page 5) that was designed by 
Structure Section staff. The second 
project will be the creation of bus 
lanes by Technical Services personnel 
for Oregon’s metropolitan areas. 
“Currently our staffs. are reading 
all the material they can,” he said. 


“We are encouraging all our 
engineers and designers to keep 
abreast of the field of public 
transit.’”’ 


But the ee projects are only a 
portion of what Hunter must 


direction 


them and Congress has a model to 
work from. The 1976 Highway Act 
gave flexibility to the use of federal 
funds in urban areas. 

In Portland, we were quick to 
take advantage of that flexibility by 
converting unused dollars from an 
unwanted freeway into a wide array 
of urban highway projects. These 
will provide a steady stream of 
highway construction work over the 
coming years. 

Included in this package is over 
$200 million for the development of 
transitways and the rehabilitation of 


existing metropolitan streets and 
highways. 

At this time, however, we have 
no such program for rural areas. 


Congressman Duncan has introduced 
a bill which would increase federal 
aid to the primary systems by $2 
billion annually for fiscal year 1978 
through 1990. 

In the past, we have made good 
use of federal freeway moneys, but 
now we need the same kind of 
assistance to help us with our 
primary and secondary highways. We 
will do our part. 

In the last legislative session, we 
passed a  2-cent-a-gallon gas tax 
measure which we will put before 
our citizens on the ballot next May. 
By passing that gas tax measure, we 
can do our part to begin immediate 
renewal of our_ primary and 
secondary highway system. That is 
why | introduced the legislation and 
that is why | will actively campaign 
to seek its passage. 

The Oregon’ Transportation 
Commission has already begun 
planning the revitalization of our 
existing highways. Glenn Jackson 
assures me their renewal is the top 
priority of the commission and we 
both concur that the rehabilitation 
of our highways is an _ absolute 
necessity for keeping our economy 
healthy and growing. 

| said earlier that this bridge links 
our past with our future. In much 


TS Branch 


oversee. “A real problem is to just 
take care of what we have,’ he said. 
Oregon has approximately 7,600 
miles of primary and _ secondary 
highways, but reduced revenues in 
recent years have placed maintenance 
and improvements of these highways 
in a real crunch. 

“We try to do an annual number 
of miles of overlaying to preserve 
the system from the standpoint of 
structural strength in the roadbed 
itself,’ Hunter explained. 

“The thing I’m pushing with my 
people right now is downscoping.” 
This process. involves redesigning or 
replanning a project to a lower, less 
elaborate level than it was originally 
planned. 

“We have to stretch the dollars to 
get the most improvement and the 
most benefits for motorists. This is 
the major emphasis and the major 
task all our designers are applying 
themselves to. It becomes of major 
importance, especially when revenues 
are low as they have been.” 

Hunter said he expects 
“operational improvements, 
preservation and bridge replacement”’ 
to receive major emphasis from the 


transportation commission in the 
next six-year plan, now that the 
interstate freeway construction is 
nearly finished. 

“It is a constant process and 
compromise,’ Hunter concluded, 


referring to the challenge of making 
funds meet Oregon’s transportation 
needs. 


for ODOT 


the same way, Glenn Jackson is 
link between our past and future. 

No other person has so shaped 
our transportation policies. No other 
person has had the flexibility of 
mind within the limitations imposed 


by federal policy and funding to 
recognize the need for change and 
then immediately translate that 


recognition into a plan for change. 
No other living person in our 

State has so affected the course of 

its history as Glenn has, not just in 


transportation, but in many _ other 
areas such Aspen can)| Cyimeavae 
communications, business, finance 


and government. 


Last year at Demoforum, a group 


, of Democrats, members of my own 


party, took a vote as to who was 
the most powerful man in the state 
of Oregon. 

Now who would you think they 
would select? A Republican, of 
course—Glenn Jackson. But receiving 
this honor hasn’t gone to Glenn’s 
head. He doesn’t even put me on 
hold when | call. 

| could go on and on here about 
Glenn’s dedicated public service, but 
he has been extolled by others far 
more eloquent than !. So | will 
simply say that Glenn Jackson is a 
living testimonial to what is best in 


public life. 
He is forthright, honest and open 
in his dealings. His decisions are 


always for the public interest rather 
than a narrow special interest and he 
brings such brilliant insight and 
intensity of purpose to everything he 
undertakes that he serves as a model 
for all of us in public life to 
emulate. 

And that is why from this day 
forward this bridge will be known as 
the Glenn L. Jackson Bridge. It will 
stand as a monument of Oregon’s 
appreciation of Glenn Jackson. 


Glenn, this is one way for us to 
thank you for all those years of 
untiring, dedicated service in our 
behalf. 
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Tourism 
continues 
to increase 


Oregon’s tourism industry is 
having another booming season and 
should easily exceed the record 
season of 1976, according to Travel 
Information Officer Vic Fryer. 

Almost every area of the state is 
reporting an increase in visitors or 
business in informal surveys 
conducted by the Travel Information 
Section, he said. Much of the 
business is from Oregonians enjoying 
their own state, but there also is an 
increase in out-of-state visitors. 

The Department of Transportation 
visitor centers at six border points 
are up eight per cent in the number 
of visitors, for May, June and July. 
In various areas of the state, visitor 
counts ranged from _ increases of 
around 40 per cent to decreases of 
about 10 per cent. Of nine facilities 
checked, only one showed a decrease 
for the year and the average increase 
was more than 12 per cent. 

State Parks also report an increase 
in usage, with day use facilities up 
eight per cent in visitors for April 
through June and campgrounds up 
11.4 per cent for the same quarter, 

The Capitol Guide office reports a 
50 per cent increase in the number 
of Oregonian visitors over 1976, but 


an 11) pen, cent Midecreaseuinwethe 
number of out-of-state visitors. The 
legislative session and_ parking 


difficulties are the apparent cause of 
both the increase and _ decrease, 
Guide Service Supervisor Frances Bell 
believes, 

The interest shown by prospective 
visitors. responding to the  state’s 
promotion program also is up. 
Through August 12, the Travel 
Information Section had _ received 
77,786 mail inquiries, compared to 
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Oregon’s primary fey system looks surprisingly similar today to this 


*{ The map was part of the first conception of a highway system to link the various parts of the state. | & 
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72,134 for the comparable period a 
year earlier, an increase of eight per 
cent, 

Rolitysi not just the summer season,”’ 
Fryer said. “Business has been brisk 
in) MOst “areas Of themstate 
throughout the winter and spring 
with ski areas being the major 
exception, Coastal areas showed the 
most dramatic increase in the first 
half of the year,” 


Rows of cars belonging to Capitol Mall state employes take up most of the 


on-street parking in residential neighborhoods surrounding the mall. 
of Salem and the state are attempting to phase in transportation alternatives 


The city 


for state workers to alleviate the parking problems and cut down on traffic 


congestion and pollution, 


Planners see 


1914 ‘Highway Department 


Wiese 


parking solution 


The 
alternative 
to relieve traffic congestion and 
pollution in  Salem’s Capitol Mall 
area and getting state employes to 
use them is the dilemma _ facing 
ODOT’s Dave Paoli. 


problem of supplying 


modes 


Paoli, who is chief planner for 
the Public Transit Division, is 
working in cooperation with the 
Department of General Services 


(DGS), and the City of Salem to 
implement the program. 

Paoli explained the alternative 
modes program received its impetus 
from the Oregon legislature, which is 
committed to helping resolve the 
problem. The legislature allocated 
more than $533,000 to phase in the 
program over an 18-month period. 

Besides working with DGS on the 
program, Paoli is also cooperating 
with the City of Salem on this joint 
venture with the hope that it will 
be able to solve these same traffic 
congestion, parking and _ pollution 
problems as well. 

Paoli explained 
the cooperative 
include: 

—Restrictions of 250-300 on-street 
parking places around the mall 
before Jan. 1 with eventual two-hour 
restrictions on 3,200 spaces. 

—Moving the motor pool ifrom its 


that features of 
city-state effort 


present location on the mall to 
Airport Road and converting the 
present pool into a_ three-story 


parking garage. , 

—Creating park and _ ride sites 
along Salem’s major bus routes with 
eventual implementation of express 
buses from these sites to the mall. 

—Preferential parking spaces and 
reduced parking rates for employes 
who participate in car pools. 


—Flexible work hours to relieve 


‘ 
am 


of transportation. 


and _ better 


bus 


congestion utilize 
service. 

The increase in parking fees from 
$5 to $10 and eventually $20 when 
the alternate modes become available 
is expected to initiate employes to 
seek car pools or ride the bus. 

Paoli said, “If the alternative 
methods of transportation are going 
to be successful, then certain limited 
parking is going to have to be one 
incentive as well as higher parking 
Teesiv 

DGS’s John Costello, 
helping to direct the program, said 
at a recent noon meeting of ODOT 


employes: “The total program is 
absolutely committed to spreading 
the total peak load over several 
hours,” in reference to the flexible 
work schedule. 

Several ODOT employes pointed 


out that the flexible work schedule 
is being resisted by many supervisors, 
but Costello said he hoped through 
a series of classes aimed at middle 
management, these problems can be 
resolved 


DAVE PAOLI 
Helps DGS plan 
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er 
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Truck taxes 


_ assumptions of : 
study, should be used when making 
truck oatax. 
PSVane Scie 


‘than 
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not so high 


The claim that truck taxes in 
Oregon are among the highest in the 
nation is refuted in a recent ODOT 
study. 

The new study shows that under 
actual operating conditions, Oregon’ 
tax collection from big trucks is less 
any of the eleven western 
states except Idaho and New Mexico. 

Previous claims have been based 
on a 1973 Federal Highway 
Administration report, “Road User 
and Property Taxes on _ Selected 
Motor Vehicles,’ which uses mileage 
assumptions for big trucks that are 
not confirmed by Oregon Public 
Utilities Commissioner data. For 
example, the federal report assumes 
a truck will travel between 70 and 
80 thousand miles annually, but PUC 
records reveal that an average big 
truck travels 24 thousand miles 
annually in Oregon. 

The unrealistic mileage factor used 
in the federal report tends to boost 
tax revenues for states, such as 
Oregon, 
mileage factor in assessing fees. The 
weight/mile tax accounts for over 90 
per cent of fees assessed against big 
trucks in Oregon. 

On the other hand, states which 
assess large fixed cost fees such as 
property taxes tend to collect more 
tax dollars per truck at lower 
mileage figures. Montana, for 
example, collects almost 50 per cent 
of it truck fees in property taxes. 

The 1977 ODOT study, based on 


actual mileage records instead of the 


unrealistically inflated mileage 


the 1973 federal 
comparisons between 


that depend heavily on a. 


was 


Tri-Met’s newest transit station on Barbur Boulevard near the intersection of Capitol Highway went into use in August. 


2 


The station was designed by the Structure Section’s AMI personnel and marks the first time it has been involved in a 
project like this. Approximately seven more stations are expected to be built in the next few years to help riders get 


into downtown Portland easier, 


Tri- Met transit station opens 


The first. transit bus station ever 
designed by the Architecture, 
Mechanical and Illumination (AMI) 
Unit of ODOT’s Structure Section 
completed and 
operation in August. 

The $2.8 million facility was 
under construction for more than a 
year and will serve almost 100,000 
people in the West Portland and 
Tigard area. 

The West Portland Transit Station, 


as it is officially titled, is located 
.near the intersection of  Barbur 


Boulevard and Capitol Highway, 


Voters to decide fate 
of ODOT revenue bills 


A trio of transportation revenue bills 
were passed during the final hectic 
days of the 1977 legislative session. 
The major provisions ‘are outlined 


here, as well as the interrelationship 
between two of the bills. 


HOUSE BILL 2140 


® Increases gas tax from 
seven to nine cents per 
gallon. 

elncreases commercial 
vehicle fees to maintain 
parity with auto related 
taxes. 

eStipulates that highway 
funds must be used for 


WRCNG ON Set. AU Ctt/Orny, 
rehabilitation and 
maintenance before new 
construction. 


This bill was referred to a vote 
of the people during the May, 
1978 primary election. 


These provisions of HB 
3262 do not take effect 
unless HB 2140 is 
approved by a vote of the 
people during the May, 
1978 election. 


HOUSE BILL 3261 
®Re-establishes annual 
vehicle registration. 
e lncreases annual 
license fee from 
twenty dollars, 
e Sets $12.50 
license fee 
citizens. 
elncreases commercial 
vehicle fees to maintain 
parity with auto related 
taxes, 
@ Increases registration 
for motorbikes 
motorcycles. 


auto 
tens. to 


auto 
senior 


annual 
for 


fees 
and 


have 
refer 
of the 
November, 


Several legislators 
announced intentions to 
this bill to a _ vote 
people during the 
1978 general election. 


HOUSE BILL 3262 


e Adjusts. commercial vehicle 
fees so that trucks and 
buses pay their “fair share” 
of road costs in relation 
to autos. 

e Limits state parks revenue 
from highway fund to one 
percent of gross revenues, 

e Limits state police revenue 


from highway fund to 
eight percent of gross 
revenues. 


e Transfers funding of bike 
paths to general fund, 


placed .in | 


determine if 


adjacent to I-5. The facility will 
have parking space for 288 cars, 
while the 200 x 60 foot building 
will house a 60 x 30 foot waiting 
area, additional waiting areas the 
length of the building, covered 
bicycle parking areas, telephones and 
rest rooms. 


Besides the 288 parking spaces, 
the lot also contains a ‘‘kiss and 
ride’? turnaround area where 


passengers may be dropped off and | 


picked up and an area for buses to 


park during layovers. ~ 


Included in construction of the 
transit station was a _ pedestrian 
walkway across I-5 that connects the 
station to West Portland bikeways. 

AMI’s John Johnson, designer of 


JOHN JOHNSON 
Transit Station Planner 


said that he 
from a_ Tri-Met — staff 
architect’s preliminary sketches for 
the transit station. He was also 
helped considerably by other AMI 
staff including: Roger Glaser, 
mechanical design; Rob Edgar, 
illumination; Phil Rabb, structure; 
Tom Savage, landscaping; Bob 
Whitby, road design, and Leif 
Hogenstadt, pedestrian structure. 

Johnson explained that ODOT will 
help Tri-Met plan two more of the 
transit stations, but the West 
Portland facility will probably be the 
only station where AMI staff do the 
actual design. 

Tri-Met did not have to spend 
any of its own funds on the project 
since the federal government paid for, 
92 per cent of the costs because the 


the transit 
worked 


station, 


station is located adjacent to I-5. 
ODOT paid the remaing eight per 
cent of the construction costs in 


addition to supplying the staff, who 
worked on the project for about six 
months. 

The West Portland Transit Station 
is only the first step in a master 
plan that eventually will see at least 
seven more similar facilities built on 
the major arteries leading into 
downtown Portland. The West 
Portland station will receive buses 
from West Portland and_ Tigard. 
Passengers will be able to catch 
buses to other areas from this point 
or ride express buses into the 
downtown area. 


48-car purchase expected 
to save HD $150,000 


The purchase of 48 American 
Motor Matadors from Hertz Rent A 


Gapeeisssexpected  tomyesave 
approximately $150,000 for the 
Highway Division over the next 


two-three year period, according to 
Don Haller, maintenance — services 
engineer. 

The. cars are only a year old with 
15-30,000 miles of service and will 
replace an equal number of cars in 
the Highway Division fleet which 
have mileages ranging from 
80-180,000 miles and are beyond 
economical repair. 

The Department of General 
Services arranged the purchase and it 
is considered an experiment to 
the state can save 


money with the purchase of fleets 
of used cars. 

With the shortage of funds, Haller 
said that no new cars had been 
purchased since 1975 and the 48 
Matadors are badly needed 
replacements. 

Each car cost the state $2,848 
and Haller estimates the savings on 


each vehicle was approximately 
$3,000. 

In order to save additional 
money, the cars will mot be 


repainted. Each car will, however, be 
identified by the state decal and the 
word “Transportation” in addition to 
the “E” license plates and red and 
white engineer targets on the front 
and back bumpers. 
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ED HARDT, HWY 
Region Engineer, Milwaukie 


Yes, morale has improved since the 
layoffs. The threat of bumping and 
job loss is gone and the legislature, 


subject to voter approval, has 
established reasonable programs. 
Much needs to be done, however, 
before everyone will feel comfortable 
belonging to ODOT instead of 
OSHD. 

ERA 


aN =) 


GENE ASH, HW 
Resident Engineer, Coquille 


 Fteelathatenthe s-morales. of sathe 
employes in ODOT has started to 
improve with the increased work 
load that appears to be coming, 
although it appears to be many 
smaller projects. The uncertainty of 
the consolidation of crews and the 
shifting of crews still remains a 
threat. 


MIKE EDEN, HWY 
Office Manager, Ontario 


No. If anything it appears to be 
worsening. | think the layoff left 
doubt in employes’ minds as to how 
secure their future with the Highway 
Division is. I’ve heard many old 
timers talking about getting out of 
the division and that’s something 
you very seldom heard three or four 
years ago, 


GENE BARNES, HWY 
Engineer I, Klamath Falls 


| think it has pretty well leveled off 
and | don’t think it will show too 
much improvement until after we get 
some projects in our own locality. It 
is not up to what it once was. | 
think most of us have adopted a 
wait and see attitude. 


WANDA CLARK, HWY 
Clerical Assistant, John Day 


| really don’t think it has gotten 
better for this area. The morale 
hasn’t gotten better. Everyone seems 
to have accepted the way it has 


gone, but | think they realize that it 
will get better. 


Do you think things 


mim CANDID COMMENTS 


inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 
for length. 


itn “he. 


SHARON SCHWINDT, HWY 
Environmental Secretary, Salem 


Little if at all | think. Naturally 
some are disappointed at the 
cutbacks and lack of upward 


mobility, but on the whole, | don’t 
think this has affected the morale of 
the typical ODOT employe. 


a) ¥ 


BILL CROUCH, HWY 
Foreman 1, Lincoln City | 
| think ODOT is doing a good job 
for the employes. They’re trying to 
build morale. The one thing that 
would help now I believe is a cost 
of living raise across the board so 
everyone would get equal amounts. 


better in ODOT? 


Is morale improving? 


GENE MURTY, MVD 
Representative Il, Hermiston 


| think we have a much better 
chance of improved relationships, but 
whether we do or not, | really don’t 
know. | haven’t even had any 
contact with the other motor vehicle 
offices from other areas. We do have 
a good relationship over here. This is 
a good part of the country to have 
good morale, 


RICHARD MATHEW, HWY 
Permits Admin. Assistant, Salem 


| believe it is fairly low, but | 
believe it will improve as times goes 
along, hopefully so anyway. 


JOYLEE ARNALL, PARKS 
Ranger I, Ft. Stevens 


There have been some improvements 
such as our training and our safety 
programs. In our area we get a lot 
of public pressure about any major 
changes we make. | feel that this is 
really lowering the morale, 


VIA 


PAGE 7 


The American Trapper Ben Sudul looks on during dedication ceremonies of 


Champoeg  Park’s 
Transportation 


Interpretive 
Commission Chairman 


volunteers his time to speak to groups about trapping and Oregon history. 


Center 


Employe Development Unit has 
developed an _ intensive emergency 
medical training program for 
Highway Division maintenance 


workers from throughout the state. 

“The Crash Injury Management 
program is ideal for Highway 
maintenance workers,’ says Dick 
Rumbolz, technical training 
coordinator. “You find maintenance 
workers where there isn’t. anyone 
else.” 

With many miles 
highway system in 
unpatrolled areas of the state, 
Rumbolz says victims of accidents 
and other medical emergencies could 
wait hours before help could arrive. 


of Oregon’s 
remote 


by Gov. Straub and 
Glenn Jackson last month. 


Oregon 
Sudul 


Berms muffle construction noise 


It’s ironic that the freeway that 
stirred up the most environmental 
concerns during the planning stage 
has been virtually free from 
environmental complaints now that 
major construction is underway. 

Ironic and gratifying, at least to 
Gary. spotter, head “of, yODONTs 
Environmental Section, who has been 
- following 1-205 since long before the 
first Environmental Impact Statement 
was written. Potter says he’s heard 
“no complaints” from citizens about 
the freeway construction through 
East Portland. 

~ One major reason for the positive 
citizen reaction is that the Highway 


eee Division has been building noise 
berms to. "protect residents — of 
Portland from excessive noise levels. 
“The ~~ latest federal regulations 


‘ 


concerning noise protection applied 
to this project,’ says Potter. ‘‘We’ve 
got certain design noise levels we 
have to meet— and try to beat, if we 
Caller: 

1-205 is the first major Highway 
Division project that includes 
provision of major sound protection 
throughout the project. Earth berms 
and noise walls line the freeway 
anywhere that construction is near 
homes, schools, churches, and other 
public and -private facilities. 

Most of the berms, 
actually huge dirt walls, 


which are 
are built as 


earth is displaced during freeway 

construction. The earth berms serve 
feetwo purposes; they. protect 
neighborhoods from construction 
noise, and will serve as a_ barrier 
against freeway noise once the road 

is opened. 

Death claims 
~ hwy. employes 

Bob Faust, 64, a Portland 


engineering technician 2 working out 
of the Metro Office, died of an 
apparent heart attack on Aug. 21. 
Faust first started working for the 
department as an engineering aide in 


1958. He was due to retire from 
ODOT in October. : 
Leslie Herrmann, 61, died at his 


Seaside home when he was crushed 

by a car he was working on. 

_ Herrmann was a maintenance worker 
2 and was headquartered out of the 
_ Astoria office. He had been with the 
_ department since 1964. 

Ralph SW. -Eggstaff, 75, of 
‘Newport Beach, Calif., died of an 
apparent heart attack Aug. 11 at 
~Meadowlawn Golf Course in Salem. 

Eggstaff was a _ state highway 
engineer and lived in Salem from 
1925 to 1947 before resigning to 
help manage the serlly business in 
0S Angeles. : 


Yi dn 
<1 


inexpensive, 


Michael J. Barker, 


- supervisor 1, 


Potter says the berms — are construct berms. In some _ places, 
since “‘material is coming we'll have a berm/wall combination.” 
from within the construction limits. As construction winds down, the 
We’re fortunate to have plenty of earth berms will be seeded, mulched, 
right of way for the earth. berms,” and landscaped. “This whole facility 
he says. “We'll build noise walls can become a decent part of the 


where we don’t have the room to urban environment,’ says Potter. 


Aug. promotions named 


Donald R. Adams, HWY, engineer 6 to engineer 7 and project development 
administrator for the Metro Office, Portland. 

HWY, maintenance worker 2 to maintenance supervisor ile 
Eugene. 


Peter recreation 


D. Bond, PARKS, as NCEE assistant to public 


technician 1, Salem. 


Wayne D. Brown, HWY, maintenance worker 3, Corvallis, to maintenance 
Drain. 

Donald L. Budd, HWY, maintenance 
maintenance supervisor 2, Milwaukie. 
Danny L. Coopersmith, HWY, maintenance worker 1 to maintenance worker 
2, Portland. 

Martha S. Hansen, ADMIN, engineering technician 2 to 
Transportation Policy and Program Development, Salem. 
Charles D. Hiatt, HWY, engineer 4 to engineer 5 and district engineer, 
Ontario. 
Kenneth E. Husby, HWY, 


Finance Branch, Salem. 


supervisor 1, Government Camp, to 
planner 1 in 


engineer 2 to management analyst 3 in DOT 


Carole A. James, PARKS, clerical assistant to clerical specialist in Parks 
Office, Coos Bay. 

Douglas J. Luth, HWY, right of way agent 3 to right of way agent 4, Salem. 
Floyd K. Martin, HWY, maintenance worker 1 to maintenance worker 2, 
Portland. 


Wilson P. McBeth, HWY, weighmaster 1, Bend, to weighmaster 2, Ashland. 
Howard G. Miller, HWY, maintenance worker 1 to maintenance worker 2, 
Salem. 

Linda D. Olson, HWY, clerical assistant to secretary, Metro Office, Portland. 
Michael P. Rosser, HWY, maintenance worker 1 to maintenance worker 2, 
Banks. 

Dara C. Smith, ADMIN, 
Development, Salem. 
Tommy J. Swisher, HWY, maintenance worker 3 to maintenance supervisor 1, 
Burns. 

Eugene E. Walton, HWY, maintenance worker 2 to maintenance worker 3, 
Waldport. 

Gloria C. Willhite, HWY, clerical assistant to secretary, Milwaukie. 

Marvin R. Youngberg, HWY, maintenance worker 2 to maintenance worker 3, 
Salem. 


clerical assistant to clerical specialist in Employe 


EAU Riva deat 


PETE BOND, PARKS 
Public Relations Tech, 1 


“MARTHA HANSEN, ADMIN 
Planner | 
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Emergency training 
offered road crews 


By training local maintenance 
workers, assistance could be offered 
the traveling public, maintenance 
crews and local communities. 

Maintenance workers who 
volunteer for the Crash Injury 
Management course attend 40 hours 
of classes in one week and complete 
outside reading and homework 
assignments on subjects ranging from 
simple first aid and cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) to childbirth and 
treatment for poisoning. 

The course is the same offered to 
emergency medical technicians, only 
without the hospital experience. The 
instructor is on the staff of the 
Oregon Health Division’s Emergency 
Medical Services Unit. 

Courses have been taught in 
Eugene and Baker and the goal is to 
provide remote areas of the state 
with personnel trained in emergency 
medical techniques, Rumbolz says. 

Forty employes have attended the 
first two sessions and requests for 
the course have been received from 
bridge, electrical and parks crews. 
More Crash Injury Management 
courses will be scheduled around 


crews’ busy seasons, possibly in the 
fall and winter . 
Chuck Williamson, Region 2 


training coordinator, says experiences 
he has had as a maintenance worker 
have convinced him of the value of 
the program. 

Workers who have completed the 
course are incorporating what they 
have learned into regular safety 
training meetings with their crew 
members. Eight additional hours of 
instruction are required each year for 
card renewal. ; 

“Maintenance people are our best 
ambassadors,’’ Rumbolz_ says, 
“because more people see them. This 
could be an added dimension to 
their work. Along with their other 
duties, maintenance workers are 
volunteering for something that could 
save lives.” 


Crews up for 
safety awards 


Pass State Highway 
Division Section Maintenance Crew 
has been nominated for a State 
Accident Insurance Fund 
Achievement Award. 

The crew, supervised by Jim King, 
has . accrued 103,624 continuous 
manhours worked without a time-loss 


Grants 


injury. 

Wallowa Lake State Park Crew 
has become eligible for a State 
Accident Insurance Fund Award of 
Merit. 


Supervised by Gary Schmidt, the 
crew has worked 50,200 continuous 
manhours worked without a time-loss 
injury. 


Six QDOT 
employes retire 


Raymond C. Hanson, Coos Bay, park 
ranger 2, 7% years, 

LeRoy Orgain, Redmond, highway 
maintenance worker 3, 22 years. 
Elvin W. Keeler, La Grande, 
and fender repair worker, 14% years. 
Robert E.  Langliers, Terrebonne, 
highway maintenance worker 2, 27 
years. 

Glenn R. Virtue, Moro, highway 
maintenance supervisor 2, 36 years. 
Frank Moravec, Eugene, highway 
maintenance supervisor 3, 16 years. 


body 
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Jim ennedt aes out some of the SERS SP eodudernione Be must 


watch for 
ODOT projects. Kennedy is 
Central and Eastern Oregon. 


Like the rancher who sits on a 
mountain surveying his land for 
miles in every’ direction, Jim 
Kennedy can do the same thing with 
any portion of Oregon east of the 
Cascade Mountains. 

Kennedy is an environmentalist, a 
term that to some has come to 
mean obstructionist. He agrees the 
word has a “negative connotation,” 
but feels environmentalists are 
something we would be much worse 
off if we didn’t have. 

| view MAYES Clete ais ate 
preservationist,” he explains in his 
resonant voice. “I! think my job is 
to maintain or enhance the quality 


of Soliters ton. this) sande stuture 
generations,” 
From a boyhood in Atlanta, 


Georgia to working his way through 
college in copper mines in Montana, 
Kennedy finally received a degree in 
geology from the University of 
Washington, whereupon he _ worked 
for state and federal agencies for 
about eight years in both Oregon 
and Washington. 

Through his work, the man-land 
relationship became more and more 
intriguing. Kennedy returned to OSU 
TOMVaSeCtrn niSeumbh- Deni Miehesounce 
geography and at the same _ time 


when he begins preparing environmental 
the department’s 


impact statements for 
environmentalist for all of 


helped the Port of Portland prepare 
its environmental impact statement 
on the proposed expansion of the 
Portland airport. 

Following his work with the port 
and receiving his degree, Kennedy 
joined the Environmental Unit of the 
Highway Department in 1971 and 
was immediately assigned to La 
Grande, a perfect place for someone 
who thoroughly “enjoys the 
out-of-doors, 

In August, in addition to his 
duties in Region 5, he assumed the 
duties of Region 4 Environmentalist 
Dave Fenton, who is on _ military 
leave for a _year,. So. Kennedy’s 
responsibilities include preparing all 
environmental impact statements for 
ODOT projects in an area that is 
bigger than many states, 

Being an environmentalist, 
however, doesn’t mean just concern 
for the biological or — physical 
environment. It also encompasses the 
social and economic environment of 
an area as well. In effect, an 
environmentalist must be the social 
conscience of the department. 

“1 can’t think of any activity that 
transportation doesn’t play a role 
in,’ he says. As an example, he 
cites a project that proposes to build 


allowed to build 
RMedgeh- ols athe 


Jim Kennedy: 
A man for the environment 


a road or highway through an elder 
section of a city. 

“Socially this could be the 
disruption of neighborhoods that are 
suddenly separated, It can be as 
effective as raising a wall. Little old 
couples don’t suddenly wish to be 
uprooted. 

“Generally transportation planners 
are dollar conscious. They tend to 
look to the older sections simply 


because the costs of right of way. 


and such are much cheaper. The 
neighborhoods you are affecting are 
generally the elderly, low income or 
minorities. You explain to them that 
you’ll relocate them and build them 
a better home than their present one 
ever was, but these people may have 
lived in this home for a long time, 
raised their kids here. We’re talking 
about esthetic considerations, 
historical values.” 

And these are all things Kennedy 


and the other ODOT 
environmentalists must consider when 
doing the preliminary work on 


projects and assessing their impact. 
“People knock planning, saying how 
ineffective it is,” he said, “but | say 
the lack of planning is worse.” 

He points to one of his current 
projects—the expansion of Hwy. 97 
south of Bend—as a perfect example. 
He explains how businesses _ were 


highway with 
consideration given to future traffic 
patterns. Now in an 
expand the highway to five lanes, 
right of way purchases and 
relocation of businesses are using so 
much money that this one _ project 
precludes money being, spent on 
other works, 

But while he must contend with 
the anti-environmentalist forces on 
one ‘side, “he can’t ‘overlook 
opposition in his own camp from 
some of the other 
groups. 

People often compare the 
environmental movement today with 
the conservation effort of the 1930s, 
he explains, But while almost 
everyone was united in the former 
effort, today too many _ splinter 
groups fighting among themselves 
often cannot present a unified effort 
on many points. 

Kennedy admits he has already 
created a ‘‘catch-22” situation with 
his own personality. A self-confessed 
middle-of-the-road environmentalist, 
he disdains the radical approach to 
any “movement. Yet in the next 
breath he explains he views the 


right — up “to” tian 


effort to- 


environmental - 


radical element as necessary in order 


to have divergent opinions heard, 
This contradiction 
undoubtedly fostered by 
caught in a 
various groups 
environmental 
courtesy, he 


concerned with the 
says 


statements to the various groups. But — 
instead of constructive criticism, he 
says most of the groups resort to 
nitpicking and ‘‘we demand” 
statements. “A 
work is really public relations,”’ 

One thing that working so closely — 
with the natural resources has made 


him acutely’ aware of is that — 
America is a throw-away society. 
Kennedy. feels that new attitudes 


towards everything disposable—ranging 
from lighters to razors to Big Mace 
containers—are going to have to end. 

In the meantime, he continues a 
job that attempts to strike a delicate 
balance between progress and a 


minimal amount of damage to both — 
physical — 


mankind and _ the 


environment. 


“We've “got! tos preserve asthe 


options,” he concludes. ‘“‘We can’t 
destroy something in the name of 
progress without thinking of sethe > 


bias ehreg lish r to future generations.” *. 


Working out of the Bend Highway 
Office, 


and how his past work got him 
interested in the field, 


Retirees Let Us Know What's Happening 


William Fischler, P.O. Box 253, 

LaPine, OR 97739—Retired 1971 
William and his wife Linda moved 

to LaPine a year ago, and say they 


“have enjoyed the climate and 
location here very much.” They did 
expect more snow last winter, 
however. 


The couple does quite a bit of 
fishing in the lakes and reservoirs in 
the area. William has “taken up a 
hobby of making ‘fish poles’, and 
have given some to our sons, 
sons-in-law and grandsons,” (besides 
making some for themselves.) 


William writes that he enjoys 


reading about other retirees . 


William L. Lockyear, 1914 E. 17th 
Ave., Eugene 97403—Retired 1968. 

A 46-year veteran of the Highway 
Department’s bridge crew, William 
began with L. E. Torrence’s crew in 
1921. 

He and his wife Rachel celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary in 
April and have traveled to every 
state except Alaska and Hawaii since 
William retired. 

He was born March 15, 1900, 
Indiana and came to Oregon when 


he was two. “My mother is still 
living in Portland,” he writes. “She 
will be 100 in August.” 


Charles W, Bond, 1136 Grove St., 
Baker, OR 97814—Ret. 1968. 
Charles is a former highway 
custodian in Eastern Oregon, who 
also worked out of Detroit and Blue 
River back in 1961. He writes that 
he suffered a stroke in 1975 and it 
has. slowed him down quite a bit, 
but he still manages to cut the grass 
for a number of widows in_ his 
neighborhood and is. enjoying his 
retirement as much as possible. 
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Jim Kennedy discusses his 
philosophy toward the environment — 
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